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economic ills which had been the results of Irish land tenure^
especially in the fifty years previously, and the dangers of a
redundant population crowded on the soil.   The recommenda-
tions of the Commission were, however, faulty, and too charac-
teristic of British ignorance of Irish affairs; they did not aim
at giving the sanction of law to the joint ownership of the
Irish tenant1, which ought to have been their main object;
they described it in the spirit of the Tudor lawyers, who
sneered at the landed usages of the Celt, as an excrescence on \
the true rights of property, and this caused grave discontent in ]
Ulster.   The Commission, nevertheless, proposed measures for?
compensating tenants for improvements added to their farm&v
a Bill to this effect was introduced afterwards; but it perished
in the wreck of PeelVMinistry.   The Irish Land Question, as
it has ever since been called, remained nearly untouched for a
long series of years; feeble attempts to deal with it failed in
different ways; English statesmen held to the belief that it
would settle itself without legislation of a searching kind.
Repeated and earnest efforts, however, have been made to
settle it in quite recent times; but the subject falls outside the
period of this work 3 a word or two only can be said on it  An
endeavour to secure the joint ownership of the Irish tenant
was made in 1870; the measure was based on sound prin-
ciples ; but it did not completely solve the problem.   Another
experiment was tried in 1881, a surrender to a rebellious
movement fastening, as in  1798,  on agrarian trouble, and
loathsome for many base deeds of wickedness;   the joint
' ownership of the tenant received the fullest protection;  but
this was accomplished by so bad a process that the Irish
land  system  has been almost torn to pieces.   The Irish
1 Burke, with his superior insight, saw even a century ago that the
Irish tenant was morally a joint-owner of the land, and indicated, too, the
true principles by which his joint-ownership should be vindicated by law,
, turning him into a copyholder at a just rent